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AOC Cotes de Bordeaux:

New Bordeaux Appellation Brings Delicious, Food-Friendly Wines

As the largest and most recognized fine-wine producing region in the world,
“Bordeaux” has long fired our imaginations with the anticipation of great wines. It
is also well known that the best vineyards in much of Europe are situated on the
“cotes”—the French word for slopes—by draining away water quickly to provide
just enough water for grapes to grow. Now, a new appellation exists in Bordeaux
that combines these distinguished traits for consumers to identify them quickly:
the AOC (Appellation d’Origine Contrélée) Cotes de Bordeaux, which brings
together four regions, Blaye, Cadillac, Castillon and Francs under one shared
umbrella name.

These rural, hilly cotes are some of the oldest wine regions in Bordeaux, with
vines planted there mostly by the Romans. The four regions under the new
Cotes de Bordeaux appellation share a number of features: location on hillsides
looking down over the rivers, gravel and clay-limestone soils, the Merlot grape
as the principle variety in the blend for red wines, Sauvignon Blanc as the grape
for white wines, and smaller properties rather than big estates. Wine growers
who own vineyards in several Cotes de Bordeaux sub-appellations are allowed
to blend their wines from different Cdtes de Bordeaux vineyards and to label
the product with the Cotes de Bordeaux appellation. Starting from the 2009
vintage—a great year for Bordeaux—all Cotes wines will be marketed with their
new appellation.

For buyers, expect a consistent high quality and reasonable prices when you see
a bottle of wine labelled with the Cotes de Bordeaux appellation. Wines from the
cotes are mostly light and juicy reds that are extremely food-friendly. The Cotes
de Bordeaux Union values great food with great wine, creating a project (“Top of
the tops”) that brings together international chefs such as Justin Quek, owner of
Shanghainese restaurant Le Platane in Singapore, to promote Cotes de Bordeaux
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wines and gastronomy. The great structure of cotes wines makes wonderful
pairing with Chinese cuisine. Pascal Aussignac, the gourmet chef of Le Club
Gascon in London, highly recommends crispy duck “hoi sin” sauce and pancake
with spring onions as an exemplary match with cotes wines.

The Cotes de Bordeaux appellation represents 1/6th of all Bordeaux production.
This translates into 1,500 winegrowers and a total surface of 12,653 acres
spread over 93 communes, a significant chunk of Bordeaux. Each grower in
one of these four regions may use the appellation name on its own or with the
prefix of his sub-appellation. According to Audrey Bourolleau, who spearheaded
the project to establish a new appellation as Director of the Cétes de Bordeaux
Appellation Board, doing so preserves the specific identity of each of the four
terroirs, especially for the French market. The ‘town name’ wines can be better
identified now than the former denominations drowned in different semantics. For
wine lovers all over the world, “Céotes” and “Bordeaux” are important words that
immediately invokes the intrinsic identity of Cotes wines.

Although Cétes de Bordeaux represent good quality, everyday drinking wines
with fruity styles, each producer will of course also have their own style of
winemaking as well as a personal art of blending that is the hallmark of Bordeaux
wines. Wine lovers exploring the sub-appellations under Cotes de Bordeaux will
find complementary styles that differs in blends (consisting of merlot, cabarnet-
sauvignon, cabernet franc) and slight differences in the terroirs they come from.
Enjoy Cdtes de Bordeaux wines on the dining table or as an aperitif for a classy,
tasty pleasure.
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